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“Best Local Website” SEBG

Giant Bones - “Stunning”; In The
Wake ~ “Snoozer”; Very Warm
For May - “Enchanting!”; Marga
Gomez — “Energy Blast!”

POP! POW! WOW! GIANT BONES “BLEW
ME AWAY”

Queens, Kings and all those things unfold like a
mystery. Secrets are everywhere from the moment

oo Chris Struett and Paul
hTeE s iar e Rodrigues in "Giant Bones.” the play opens with a big giant that caresses a young

HANDY SHavw man’s body. It’s like the “Wizard” in the Wizard of Oz, We only see hands

AR BTR U E 0

behind a moon faced lit face with those comforting arms.

What is the wisdom that this astonishing creature is passing out? Ah, but you
can't have everything just yet. There is more to this play within a play than
even a Wizard can tefl you all at ance.

But, you will enjoy this meticulous and driving account about a Queen and
King. Like a big windup clock that stops and starts you go down remarkable
gripping and searing pathways. Who can a Queen trust? This is a question that
you will try to figure out. But in this splendid specimen of the genre you will be
led eagerly along this sly satire of celebrity, consumerism and High class and
Lower class.

O.Kbefore you get all wrapped up in tinsel — I will try to tell you the story. It's
about an acting troupe that travels from town to town to entertain. There is an
evil Queen who wants the powers of the towns major Wizard. He agrees to
teach her how to do a few tricks ~ but he forgot to mention that he has a
sneaky way of giving her a reverse trick.

Later a King is looking for a consort. He gets one, but she is not exactly what
he thought she was, even though her appearance strikes the King as a
Godsend. They start negotiating details.

There are several stories/playlets told by a roaming troupe of actors. Ten
Actors become many different characters that range from good guys to bad
guys, magic and ¢ven a talking fish, 1t's a pretty long play, especially the last
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Ma ureen McVerry. Courtesy photo “42nd Street Moon”
VERY WARM FOR MAY- MUSICAL GOLD

ALLTHE THINGS YOU ARE is the big hit song in the musical “Very Warm for
May.” Introduced in 1939 on Broadway, it didn’t last very long. Alas, it was a
Broadway flop.

Flash forward to 20:10. It took that long, but now with the cast of 42nd Street
Moon Theatre it is now a wonderful, fun and hilarious show.

In the current version at the Eureka Theatre, they have restored much of the
show that was cut along the way. Here are some of the great songs: “All The
Things You Are,” sung with a great arrangement from the ariginal. Other
musical highlights are "All in Fun,” “In the Heart of the Dark, “Heaven in My
Arms,” and “That Lucky Fellow,”

The story is a little complex. But 42nd Street Moon has  blast with the
Barnyard show. The director of the show in the play is bent on being esoteric,
He has visions of taking a simple show and making it into something that
makes no sense and never ends,

It’s a rare treat to bring this rare musical to life again. The Jerceme Kern /
Oscar Hammerstein legacy lives on to entertain us again. And thanks to 42nd
Street Moon for bringing us this rare musical comedy,

It’s superbly paced, cleverly plotted and totally absurd. The musical
intentionally puzzles but pleases to no end. And then there is the camp,
inching close to being somewhat gay,

Of course, there s a missing person. A weill-known producer is trying to find
her. Everywhere you look - there is love in the air, and in the end they sing
their hearts out.

He’s back! That would be Bill Fehrner, a seventeen-year veteran of many
Moon shows, plays with abandon a very erratic, over the top director (Ogdon
Quiller). In the Broadway show Eve Arden was Winnie Spofford,the patroness
of the Ogdon Quiller Progressive Playshop. This role is played and sung by the
incredibly accomplished Maureen McVerry.

Peter Budinger is excellent as the ex-boxer who is also a theater critic. Anil
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¥ Margsahayam, who has been with the Orcgon Shakespeare Festival in Ashland

3 for two years, is back. In this play, he is a successtnl Broadway director
(Johnny Graham) who is looking for his nissing Sister May{Megan Hopp). She
is great at hiding out. Vaudevillian Will Graham (JerernyVick) is absolutely
fabulous.

Also giving terrific performances are: Sarah Kathleen Farrell, Luke Chapman,
Robhie Cowan, Michelle laniro, Alexandra Kapriclian, Zachary Francuzak, and
Jimmy Robertson.

This is a sly, adroit and joyous musical. “A Must See!”

DIRECTED BY GREG MacKELLAN (Superb!)
Musical Director. G. Scott Lacy & Dave Dobrusky{Great!)
Choreographer Zack Thomas Wilde (Fantastic!)

RATING: FOUR GLASSES OF CHAMPAGNE!1! (highest rating) -
trademarked

(({Lee Hartgrave has contributed many articles to the San Francisco Chronicle
Sunday Datebook and produced a long-running Arts Segment on PRS KQED)))

Follow Lee:
hitp://www.facebook/leehartgrave
http://www. twitter/leehartgrave
http://www.beyondchron.org/

The Photo of Lee Hartgrave Boy Reporter is by Jim Ferreira - Film Noir &

Hollywood Glamour, www.lafterhall.com.

YOUR COMMENTS ARE WELCOME HERE: leehartgraveshow@yahoo.com

PRESS STUFF: buzzmixer@mac.com
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